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Communist China - Southeast Asia;f 


25X1 


luninese com- 
munist Foreign Minister Chen Yi said China could be pro- 
voked into military action in Southeast Asia only if the US did 
not learn to keep within its borde rs "as China has done From 

* I 1° . _ (• J XL. nX 


the mildness of Chen's remarks, I i nferred that 

Peiping will not commit troops into Laos or South Vietnam 
unless it believes that North Vietnam is threatened. Chen's 
statements were probably intended to encourage 
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to restrain the US from enlarging its commitments in South- 
east Asia. Chen said Peiping still hoped for a Laos settle- 
ment based on a Souvanna led coalition and indicated that the 
Chinese were willing to accept Phoumi as a member of the 
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Morocco- USSR; /fjrhe two Soviet ships which arrived in 
Casablanca 7 and 8 April have offloaded substantial quanti- 
ties of military supplies, including 28 trucks, assorted arms 
and artillery, and at least 11 large crates about forty feet in 
length. | ~~| they probably con- 

tained MIG fighters and helicopters. The crates were sent to 
Meknes, theogerational base for the 14 MIG aircraft received 
last yearTj j/^^ roccan officials have repeatedly given US offi- 
cials the impression that the January arms agreement included 
no additional aircraft. *Yesterday the Moroccan foreign min- 
ister denied to the US ambassador that the above-mentioned 
shipments include aircraft, and said they include tanks, artil- 
lery, trucks, and other items. The US ambassador notes, how- 
ever, that the foreign minister may be misinformed regarding 
these shipments^ 

6 e Moroccan foreign minister recently assured the US 
lador that under the January agreement no additional So- 
viet instructors or technicians would be admitted to Morocco^ 
^ome of the MIG aircraft technicians, who arrived a year ago, 
are still in Moroc^30| ” 

(Backup, Page 1) 

British Guiana ; Recent British cabinet decisions are likely 
to lead to postponement, at least until July, of the independence 
conference for British Guiana originally scheduled for May. 
Rather than formally cancel the May conference, London plans 
to continue the current weekly constitutional talks between the 
governor and the leaders of the three Guianese parties into May, 
when a cabinet minister — probably Colonial Secretary Maudling- 
would join them. Under this arrangement London expects to de- 
fer decisions on the date of independence and th e fo rm of th£ 

constitution? 
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Sov iet Arms to Morocco 

rSkoat may have accepted the Soviet offer of assistance 
for yirthree services of Morocco’s armed forces made last 
November by Marshal Sokolovsky. If so, the USSR in addi- 
tion to providing artillery and tanks and additional aircraft 
may also supply light naval craft. The arms already deliv- 
ered and those known to be on order will in all probability 
require the services of additional Soviet technicians for op- 
erational and maintenance training of Moroccan personnel,, 

Some Moroccans may also be selected for training in the So- 
viet Uniorg' 

Ffbe King reportedly accepted the Soviet arms in an effort 
to emulate the neutralist politics and successes of Nasir, whose 
methods he greatly admires, and also to build up his forces in 
the face of the relatively large garrisons of Spanish troops in 
the enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. He also has been impatient 
with the difficulties and delays experienced in acquiring m od- 
ern Western materiblr 
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